4. (Amended) The blade assembly of claim 1 , wherein said blade holder 
includes a plurality of ckvities. 



V 7. (Amended)\ A blade assembly that can be assembled into a microkeratome 
used to cut a cornea, the microkeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cutting edge, a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 
between said cutting edge and 9aid rear edge; and, 

a blade holder that is counted to said blade to define a cutting depth, said blade 
holder having indicator means for providing an indication of said cutting depth of said blade, 
said blade holder having a recess tha^ receives the pin. 



1 0. (Amended) The b$d\ assembly of claim 7, wherein said blade holder 
includes a plurality of cavities. 



y 13. (Amended)/ A blade assembly thaTcarrire^ssembled into a microkeratome 
^ used to cut a cornea, the nlicrokeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cubing edge, a rear edge, and a pai/ of side edges that extend 
between said cutting edge and said rear edge; and, 

a blade holder that is coupled to said blade, sa)@ blade having a recess that receives 
the pin and a plurality of cavities. 




An. (Amended) A blade assembly that can ba assembled into a microkeratome 
used to cut a cornea, the microkeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cutting edge, a rear edge, and a pair o^side edges that extend 
between said cutting edge and said rear edge; and, 
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a blade holder that rsxoupled to said blade, said blade holder having a recess that 
receives the pin and cavityfmeans. 




J 21 . ^Amended) A blade assembly that can be assembled into a microkeratome 
used to cut a cornea, the microkeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cutting edge, a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 
between said cutting edgb, and said rear edge; 

a blade holder that is\oupled to said blade, said blade having a recess that receives 
the pin and a hole; and, 

a bonding agent that attaches said blade holdfr hlaH^ 




sj 24. \ (Amended) A blade assembly that can be assembled into a microkerotome 
used to cut a cornea, the microkeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cutting edge, a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 
between said cutting edgevand said rear edge; and, 

a blade holder that is ooupled to said blade, said blade holder having a recess that 
receives the pin and bonding access means; and, 

bonding means for bonding sartLblade holder to said blade. ___ 




^27. (Ame 
used to cut a conn 

a blad 
between saidlcutting 



ided) 



has a< 



ie and 



A blade assembly that can be assembled into a microkeratome 
erokeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 
ar edge; and, 



a blade holder that is couptaa to said blade, said blade having a front surface that 
includes a raised surface, said blaqe Wder having a recess that receives the pin. 
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J 29. (Amended) VA blade assembly that can be assembled into a microkeratome 
used to cut a cornea, the microKeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cutting edge, a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 
between said cutting edge and said rear edge; and, 

a blade holder that is coujiled to said blade, said blade holder having a front surface 
and reference surface m?£ns for establishing a cutting depth of said blade, said blade holder 
having a recess that^ceives apin.\ 




(Amended) A blade assembly that can be assembled into a microkeratome 
used to cut a cornea, the microkeratome including a pin, comprising: 

a blade that has a cutting edgeA a rear edge, and a pair of side edges that extend 
between said cutting edge and said rean edge; and, 

a blade holder that is coupled to said blade such that said blade holder extends from 
said rear edge of said blade, said blade holder having a recess that receives the pin. 




45. (Amended) \A blade assembly that can be assembled into a microkeratome 
"used to cut a cornea, the microK^ratome including a pin, comprising; 

a blade holder having a front surface and a recess that receives the pin; and 
a blade attached to said blaale holder, said blade having a pair of side edges, a cutting 
edge, a rear edge and an opening thatWtends through a thickness of said blade and is 
located between said cutting edge and said front surface between said side edges. 

The applicant is attaching an edited version of the amended claims as an Appendix. 
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